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The Effects of Quizlet on Learning and Content Retention
Delaney Hepp, Faculty Advisor: Dawn McBride
Department of Psychology, Illinois State University
INTRODUCTION
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•

•

•

•

Current study focuses on both user attitudes
towards the Quizlet application and how it
promotes content learning.
Quizlet is an online learning platform equipped
with interactive tools and games to aid studying.
Students who use Quizlet have reported being
more motivated, not as easily bored, and
enthusiastic to learn (Barr, 2016).
Quizlet learners perform better on tests as
compared to non-users (Setiawan and Wiedarti,
2020).
Anjaniputra and Salsabila (2018) further found
that Quizlet as a study method increased
engagement by increasing attention and focus.
Further research is required to examine the
affect of Quizlet on motivation and retention.

METHOD
Participants: There were 16 total
participants recruited through a
convenience sample of PSY 231 students.
All received course extra credit for
completing all parts of the study.
Design: The experiment was a withinsubjects design. All participants were
given a pre-test and post-test designed to
gauge content retention as affected by the
intermediate Quizlet activity.
Procedure: Participants were asked to
complete a Quizlet study set with
information from a unit of their choosing,
and then test out the various study features
of the application. The pre and post-tests
contained 10 questions on course content,
with some additional questions on
familiarity and attitudes.

DISCUSSION

RESULTS

•

The results from the pre-test (M = 6.5625, SD = 2.0966) and
post-test (M = 8.375, SD = 0.9574) reveal an increase in scores
on course content questions, t(16) = -4.212, p = .017. This
might indicate that Quizlet was an effective study tool.

•

There was a significant difference
in content accuracy scores between
the pre and post-tests, revealing the
potential effect Quizlet had on
learning between tests. This is
consistent with our hypothesis and
previous studies.
After Quizlet engagement, attitudes
towards online study materials
became more positive and Quizlet
was preferred to most other study
methods.
Consistent with Barr’s (2016)
findings, majority of students
reported feeling more motivated to
study when using Quizlet
REFERENCES

Anjaniputra, A. G., & Salsabila, V. A. (2018)
The merits of Quizlet for vocabulary learning
at tertiary level. Indonesian EFL Journal,
4(2), 1-11. doi: 10.25134/ieflj.v4i2.1370
Barr, B. (2016). Checking the effectiveness of
Quizlet® as a tool for vocabulary learning
(Doctoral dissertation).
Setiawan, M. R., & Wiedarti, P. (2020). The
effectiveness of Quizlet application towards
students’ motivation in learning vocabulary.
Studies in English Language and Education,
7(1), 83-95.

